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Welcome to West Coast KickBoats

Hopefully the rainy weather of March is over and April sunshine brings the fish up
on the beds even though the weather was not the best there was some fun kickboat
events this last month. There are some really fun events coming up in April.
Starting the month off BNT is hosting the Coyote Bait and Tackle Open. This is a
great “big fish” tournament and there is a sweet raffle after weigh in. SCBBBC also
is having its annual team delta tournament which is a blast to fish and the only
team kickboat event out there. If you want to show off your kickboat, fish you
caught, or crazy kickboat story, send them in to kickboatbass@comcast.net and you
might get something cool if we can get a sponsor for this newsletter.

March 2006 Tourney Results

SCBBBC

The second stop on the Scbbbc 2006 season was held on wonderful
Lake Berryessa Saturday. 26 Anglers showed up on a cold brisk
morning with one thought on their minds, to catch a lot of big bass! Blast off was at
5:25 and everyone hit the water. When it was time to weigh-in it was Matt Cahill
with the best limit on the day of 10.77 lbs to claim first place. Matt stuck to capel
cove and flipped his beaver around wood to catch his limit and claim first place.
Matt also had 2nd big fish on the day of 2.83 lbs. Great job Matt. 2nd place on the
day was Travis Tarver with a limit of 9.02 Ibs. Travis wasn't giving away any secrets
since he has another tournament coming up at Berryessa. 3rd place goes to reigning
Angler of the Year Carson Riley with a nice limit of 8.93 Ibs. 4th place was taken
by Russ Stansbury with a weight of 8.81 lbs. Russ caught most of his fish on his
Carolina rig. 5th place was Mike Ayers with a limit of 8.52 lbs. Mike caught his fish
dragging a dart head and football jig in shallow flats. Toping out the top 6 in 6th
place was Steve Skaggs with a limit of 8.14 Ibs. Steve also used his Carolina rig to
catch most of his fish. Big Fish of the tourney was brought in by Dan Chester with a
nice 3.86 lb largemouth. Nice job Dan! Congratulations to everyone that got a
check, great job.

See top 10 results on page 9



B-n-T Shasta Region

The Shasta region kicked off their season with a two-day event at Lake Shasta on
March 4th and 5th. Day one dawned and nine anglers left the ramp in search of
Shasta's bass. The weather was cold and overcast all day. At the end of the day
Steve Couts came in with the big bag of 5 fish for 9.30 lbs. Jeremy Brumbelow
was close behind with 9.20 lbs. For 5 fish, and day one’s big fish of 3.48 lbs. Tim
Zandbergen rounded out the top three on day one with a limit for 7.64 (bs.

Day two started in the rain and it stayed wet all day. Tim Zandbergen cranked a
limit, which gave him a two-day total of 15.03 Ibs. and the win. Steve Couts had
three fish on day two for a total weight of 13.35 Ilbs. and second place. Jeremy
Brumbelow came in with one fish and managed a top three finish with a two day
weight of 10.26 lbs. Day two big fish honors went to Nikita Martushev with a fat
2.5 lb. Shasta spot.

See top 10 results on page 9

B-n-T Delta Region

Bass-n-Tubes Delta Region had seventeen guys show up on March 12th to brave the
elements and fish the second 2006 tourney at Mildred Island. The weather was
rotten all day with a constant wind and off and on rain. The bite was tough mostly
but as always the delta kicked out some good fish. Mike Pierce found two of them
over five pounds for a total weight of 10.88 lbs and the win. Mike reported that he
got his fish on a crankbait and Senko. Mike Ayers had the day’s big fish, a beautiful
6.34 pounder, and ended up with a total weight of 8.97 lbs for his three fish and
the second place spot. It is still early in the season but Mike's consistent finishes
this year have placed him firmly in the lead for the AOY race. In third position was
Bill Sweatt with 4 fish for 7.56 |bs. Bill showed everybody how tough he is by
forgetting his oars and working hard in the wind and delta currents with fin power
only to place in the money.

st
See top 10 results on page 9

B-n-T Travelers Region

BnT's second Travelers Region event for 2006 was another 2 day tourney held at
Lake Berryessa. The first day started in usual 2006 BnT fashion with cold and rain
greeting the fifteen anglers who showed up. At the end of the day Robert Linden
took the early lead with 5 fish for 9.83 lbs. Rob also had the day one big fish of 3.13
lbs. Chris Zaldain was just over a pound out of the lead with 5 for 8.72 lbs. Steve
Couts made the trip to Berryessa from Redding and rounded out the top three for
day one with 8.23 |bs. Day two dawned to better weather. Mark Goodrich had the
big bag on day two on the strength of the days and the tourneys big fish an 8.12 b -




-Berryessa hog. The big fish was moving up shallow to check out the bedding
grounds as the fish was reported to be caught on a jig in just a couple feet of water
near a flat. Chris Zaldain had a limit for 9.28 and took the win with 18.0 lbs. Rob
Linden brought 6.36 lbs to the scale which was good enough for a second place
finish with 16.19 lbs. Chris Zelenka rounded out the top three with a two day total
of 16.17 lbs. The top three all reported catching mostly smallies throughout the day
on Sunday to fill out their limits by tossing little Senkos, tubes, and worms on little
points in 10-15ft of water.

See top 10 results on page 9

B-n-T Central Region

The Central Region held its second Tournament of the year at Lake San Antonio on
March 18th. It was a tough tourney for most but one guy always gets some good
ones. Congratulations Jeff Smith on the nice 5lbs largemouth and 2.4lbs

smallmouth for the victory.

See top 10 results on page 9

Tips Tricks & Mods

The focus for this section in West Coast Kickboats is intended to be a
place where kickboaters can share fishing tips and rigging tricks and
mods that have made their kickboats into efficient fishing machines. If you have
any advice to fellow kickboaters or want to show off how tricked out a kickboat can
be and want to share how you did it. Submit your ideas to
kickboatbass@comcast.net and your tip, trick or mod will be used in a future issue.

Sight Fishing

Spring time sight fishing, there is nothing like sneaking up on a big fish protecting
its bed and watch them eat your bait. Sight fishing out of a tube has its
advantages, but certainly a few disadvantages. The first problem a tuber
encounters when trying to find the beds is getting a good enough angle to see the
fish before they see you. If you are in a float tube you often will spook the fish
before you see it, but you need to keep watching the fish and if they quickly return
to their bed, it is a fish you can catch. If you spook a big fish while in the tube or
rowing by in a kickboat, it is often best to keep moving, make a mental note of
where the bed is and come back a little later. When you return stay back away
from the bed, even if you can’t see it you know where it is and can start blind



fishing it.

The best way to spot a bed while fishing out of a kickboat, is to be brave and stand
up. Now it is very important that you are very careful while standing on a kickboat
because it is not the most stable platform and you can easily fall in if you are not
careful. | do not recommend doing this if you are in full waders, the water is still
real cold, or you are by yourself. Each kickboat is different so it is difficult to say
which is the best way to get up without throwing off the balance of the boat and
fall in, but if you practice in a real calm shallow area you will get it down.
Depending on what is comfortable you can use both oars or you can pull one oar out
of the oar lock and use it as a paddle to slowly move around.

Standing on the kickboat is a great way to spot the beds and big, spooky females,
but I highly recommend sitting back down before you start fishing because it is
extremely hard to set the hook and play a fish while standing on the kickboat. Give
it a try sometime and you will quickly understand why it is worth the risk of a little
swimming in the pond.

Making Shorties

While it is hard to think about the Summer time heat with all the stormy wind and
rain that has been hitting Northern California this spring, but the heat
wave is not too far away. If you try and stand up on your kickboat, |
highly recommend making a pair of shorties because they will not fill
up as bad as a full pair of waders. If you have an older pair of waders
you should do yourself the favor and create a summer pair. Lay the
waders flat on the floor. You want to then cut the neoprene with
scissors a little bit below the hips like in the photo below. If you cut
them too close to the knees water will get you wet when kicking.

Stick of the Month

Mike Ayers

Mike Ayers has been on a tear lately. Mike has been fishing the SCBBBC

tour events this year as well as competing in BNT’s Delta Region events

and has consistently been in the top five in every event he has fished this year.
Starting this year off in the SCBBBC events Mike placed
second at Lake Sonoma and earned a fifth place at

- Lake Berryessa. Currently Ayers is in third place for

~ Angler of the Year. Mike is a very diverse angler and
has excelled at the BNT Delta Region events. The first
tournament of the year, Mike placed third and he
fished his way to second place at the Mildred Island
tournament catching big fish along the way. Mike has
taken an early lead in the Delta Region AQOY race.
Folks the dude has been on fire, last weekend at a
turkey shoot at a little body of water, Mike was able to pull out 18lbs of fish and
run away with the win. In the past Mike has won two BnT Pro Opens, has made
every TOC with Scbbbc since joining the club and both BnT Delta Region’s TOC’s.
Last year Mike also made the 100% Team TOC Championship at Lake Shasta with
good friend Bill Sweatt. “It’s an honor to be this month hot stick. | just enjoy
fishing from my kickboat and | have always thrived on competition my whole life.
The peps I’'ve met in both clubs is one of the reason I’ll be doing this for along time
to come. Thanks Bill for letting me use your wife’s round tube many years ago and
taking me bassfishing.”




Tubing History (by Rich Caro)

There was a time when a two man Caravel inflatable raft equipped with a 3 pound
led weight as a Anchor and pair of Oars with BMX handle bar grips fastened on the
end for better gripping was the floatation device of choice back in the day (1974)
to pack into Lake Alsanjo. | was 11 years old and just starting to fish for large
mouth bass. At that time you couldn’t swim in Sanj do to submerged obstacles. All |
knew how to fish with back then was a floating broken back Rapala and a Red Devil
Spoon. The fish used to just eat them up like there was no tomorrow. | used an
Olympic rod that was like a willow branch and a Mitchell 300 with some old 8 pound
Stren. Stren was the line back then and it would cost you around $5.00 for a 250-
yard roll. | remember riding my GT skateboard to Thrifts Drug store after mowing a
lawn or two just to buy some Stren and a Rapala.

My Mom or Dad would drive me to the end of Summerfield Rd and drop me off
and they would give me a time that they would pick me up. If | was late I’d have to
walk all the way home with my raft packed into my back pack with all my other
gear, pump, 3 pound anchor, tackle box and my one Olympic rod. | was never late.
Once in a while | would ask my Parents if | could spend the night at a friend’s house
and my friend would say the same to his parents and we would fish all night at
Sanj. This was great back then as we would loss monsters at the boat and land real
toads throughout the night. Then early one morning at around 1AM while floating
Sanj in the Caravel we heard some voices in the fog. Those were the voices of Jeff
Hampton and his buddy Steve. These guys where in these floating round objects call
Belly Boats. | was then 13 years old and totally blown away by these guys. | asked
them if they had caught any thing and Steve pulled on a stringer and lifted a 5-
pound monster out of the water. This was the first five-pound fish | had ever seen
back then. It looked like a small dog to me. | took a picture of his fish for them and
he then released the monster. These guys were using some strange bait called
spinner bait. They gave me one and showed me how to use it. | have been using
them ever since.

So | finally get my first Belly Boat for my 13" birthday, it was a Mountain Trader
that my parents bought for me at Lyles tackle. This round float tube had one
storage pocket and no backrest. It had a camo pattern and was cool to float around
in. | had rubber booted waders with ankle flippers. Ankle flippers were what we
used back in the day until we realized diving fins worked better. When using ankle
fins you can only move forward and if you got into any weeds you might be there
for a while. The weeds would wrap around your ankle fins and then you were stuck.
One of your fishing buddies with dive fins would have to come and pull you out. |
only used the ankle fins for a few months before getting fins that moved me
backwards like swim fins, but these fins laced onto my booted waders and they
worked great and still do.

On my 18" birthday my brother bought me my first Bucks bag, it was a Hi and
Dry float tube and a pair of Roland Martin Sunglasses. The first day on the water
with my new shades was when my fishing buddies started calling me Roland Rich.
Then | upgraded my wader with a fresh pair of 5 MM Hodgmens and some Hippo
swim fins. Now | was styling in a real float tube. | then watched the Bassmasters for
the first time on TNN and was hooked. | started my subscription the first time | saw
Ray Scott on TV. It was 1982 when | opened my first Bassmasters magazine. | have
every magazine issued since, as | am now a life long member. After reading
Bassmasters for two years and learning a few fishing tips and following the pro tour
result | thought it would be cool to see a bunch of float tubers in the water at one
time. Remember at this time you didn’t see many float tubes on the water
anywhere. So if you happened to be fishing and saw another tuber you would
paddle over to them to check out there set up. So | made some phone calls and |
was able to get 9 anglers to hike up to Alsanjo in the dark and meet in the middle
of the lake to start the first of many SCBBBC tournaments.



Back then it only cost you $11.00 plus one good lure or pack of worms, (Mann’s,
Mr. Twister, Grape flavored). We also let people use live bait back then. | figured
that at that time several of my buddies liked using live minnows so why not allow
them? Some purist anglers had problems with the live bait, but just for the record,
live bait never won and never caught big fish. The first tournament was won by a
guy named Mike who owned Mikes Pipe shop on Wilson St. in Santa Rosa Ca. We
would weigh-in while still floating in the water. | decided to do this for the shock
effect of seeing all these tubers in one area floating with all their gear. People
walking by would always stop and ask the usual questions, are you wet? Are you
touching the bottom? After the first tournament my buddies’ suggested | put up
flyers at the local tackle shops for the next tournament. This resulted in more Belly
Boats showing up in the dark in the middle of Alsanjo. On my 9" tournament | had
19 round tubers on Sanj. Some of these guys were hard core anglers who knew what
they were doing and they were kicking bass at every tournament. A few of these
guys were Jimmy Reese, Dyane Rhodes and Beno Henie. These guys told me that we
had enough anglers showing up every month to these tourneys to start a real bass
fishing club / organization. So we did and we named this club the Sonoma County
Belly Boat Bass Club. SCBBBC for short. This was the year of 1984.
(Part 2 Next month)

Tournament Tubing Ladies - (follow up to last month)

Kickboats aren’t just for guys you know! Last month we did a little story on Theresa
Couts and Wendy Yeh, Two ladies fishing competitively from a kickboat. Well this
month | caught up with Wendy Yeh and she was kind enough to answer a few
questions for us which | think you’ll enjoy.

WCKB: Wendy how did you get started tournament fishing out of your kickboat?

Wendy: | enjoyed fishing on the weekends with my brother and boyfriend who fish
with the club, and when | found that sometimes | could do just as good, if not
better than them, | decided to give it a shot. My first tournament was the BNT
Kickboat Open @ Clearlake, | got skunked the first day, but when | came in with 3
fish the second day | was hooked.

WCKB: What is your take on fishing against the boys?

Wendy: | think fishing is an equal opportunity sport, even if | don't weigh as much,
or run as fast | feel | have the same chance to come in with a big bag. If anything |
feel that the patience and ability to slow down and stay calm is an advantage that
women have over men in fishing. The fish can't tell if you're a guy or a girl, and
that's what | like about it.

WCKB: What's your favorite thing about fishing from your kickboat?

Wendy: I'm still young and like to stay in shape, rowing and kicking around in a
kickboat is a great way to do that while enjoying fishing at the same time. Plus it is
nice to jump in the water in a bathing suit in the summer.

WCKB: What is your future tournament fishing plans.

Wendy: | would enjoy sometime in the future doing couples tournaments with my
boyfriend, or maybe one day doing some events as a non-boater.

WCKB: Would you like to see more females in our sport?
Wendy: No, | like all the attention to myself, just kidding. It would be great to see

more women in the sport, | know there must be a lot of other women that enjoy
fishing but may be intimidated to do it on a competitive level, but they shouldn't.



WCKB: What's your best kickboat achievement thus far?

Wendy: That's an easy one. My best kickboat achievement was last year at the
SCBBBC Clear Lake Invitational. Although | started with the smallest day one
weight, (1 fish for .98 Ilbs). | came back the next day to weigh in 4 fish for 10 lbs. |
moved from last place and finished in 19th, Beating out my brother and boyfriend.
Ha!

WCKB: Where’s you favorite place to fish?

Wendy: Clearlake in the spring and summer

WCKB: Ok Wenay, one last question, any womanly advice to the boys!

Wendy: Yeah, when it comes to your favorite fishing holes.... ladies first.

Thanks Wendy for taking the time to answer our questions and good luck the rest of
the season.

Upcoming Tourneys

This Saturday April 1st is the Coyote Bait & Tackle Float Tube Open hosted by Bass-
N-Tubes at Coyote Lake. Last year two fish over 11 lbs were weighed in and this
place is known for trophy bass. A great lake to go and chuck a swimbait all day
looking for a giant, but with this time of year the big girls may have moved into the
creek and the flip bite can get real good. If you have not had the chance to get
down to Coyote Bait and Tackle to sign up for the event show up at the campground
Saturday morning at 5AM and you can get in on the fun. The raffle after the
tourney is always good as well and comes with your entry fee.

April 8th the Sonoma Belly Boat Bass Club will be holding its team tournament at
the California Delta launching from Beacon Harbor. The team element of this event
is just great; it makes for an extra fun kickboat tourney. April at Beacon Harbor
should be great whether people launch right there and fish at Beacon or go to
Discover Bay or whites to get in on some of the big toads the Delta is known for
kicking out in April this event will be one not to miss.

The very next day April 9th, BNT will be holding its third Delta region event of the
year at Whites Slough off of Guard Rd. Consistently, year after year this location
produces some large fish for us kickboaters and this year surely will be no different.

The BnT Shasta region is off to fish for some big small mouth bass at Lake Trinity
on April 23rd. The Shasta folks are always bragging about the big smallies that this
lake has so if you are into the bronze bass this is an event you should check out.

The BnT Central Region is holding its third event at Lake Lopez on April 29th and
the Travelers Region will be holding its event at Lake Los Banos Creek reservoir on
April 30th.

April is going to be a fun month of kickboat fishing so get your gear ready and come
out and join us on the water for the good times.

Coyote Bait and Tackle Open - April 1, 2006

*** we will take sign ups at 5:00 am the morning of the event ***



West Coast Kickboat Top 100

top 100 tournament kickboat anglers and there overall rankings.

1.Todd Iwamoto
2.John Lake

3.Joe Castro

4 Mitch Teman
5.Bill Sweatt
6.Chris Zaldain
6.Doug Tyler
7.Darce Caldwell
8.Rich Caro
9.Derren Kozenko
10.Kevin Marchschi
11.Eric Howard
12.Mike Ayers
13.Rob Belloni
14.Tim Crane Jr
15.Andy Parsons
16.Jeff Andress
16.Robert Linden
17.Carson Riley
17.Dave Sternitzke
18.Jamie Mctaggart
18.Paul Mibach
18.Sal Plasencia
19.Binh Phi
20.Chris Youlden
20.Eric Keith
20.Russ Stansbury
21.Scott Beem
22.Dave Ryle
23.Chris Zelenka
23.Dan Bass

24 Jay Bryant
25.Dave Montiero
25.Paul Fontes
26.David Pham
26.Jeff Smith
27.Clint Ryle
27.Greg Vogel

27 Matt Canhill
28.Mark Serrano
29.Gorden Rydquist

29.Jereme Brumblow

29.Terry Cherney

29.Tim Zandenbergen

30.Mark Tierney
30.Steve Williams
30.William Perez
31.Scott Rouhier
31.Tad Montgomery
32.Ervin Bass
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32.Phil Rageneau
33.Joe Rivera
33.Rick Alexader
34.Dan Chester
34.Fred Church
34.Steve Couts
35.Josh Schroeder
35.Travis Tarver

36.Mark Zandenbergen

37.Casey Langley
37.Dave Brown
38.Beno Huene
38.Joe Puente
38.Skaggs
39.Brian Garland
39.Matt Daily
39.Mike Pierce
39.Phil Van Zee
40.Dave Kaffke
40.Steve Wilson
41.John Stangle
42 Alex Meine
42.Juan Acosta
42.Mark Goodrich
42.Matt Hules
42.Mike Boggs
42.Nick Wong

42 .Scott Hupp

42 Teresa Couts
42 .Terry Almeraz
43.A Wilber
43.Alex Meza
43.Bill Price
43.Elliot Phelps
43.1leo Ortiz
43.Ken Gooding
43.Mark Chaussee
44 Chris Zaldafy
44 Kevin Anderson
44 Kevin Nunez
44 Mike Williams
44 Nick Trubic

44 Wendy Yeh

45 Alex Mcdonald
45.Brian Vogt
45.Mark Senzig
45.Max Krieg
45.Pat Person
45.R.Senzig
45.Terry Yeh
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Top 10 from last month’s tourneys!

Top 10 Scbbbc @ Lake Berryessa

1. Matt Cahill 10.77\bs
2. Travis Tarver 9.04 lbs

3. Carson Riley 8.93 lbs

4. Russ stansbury 8.81 lbs

5. Mike Ayers 8.56 lbs
6. Steve Skaggs 8.14 lbs
7. Phil Ragueneau 7.32 lbs
8. Kevin Nunez 7.12 bs
9. Dave Sternitzke 6.86 lbs
10. Rich Caro 6.69 lbs

Top 10 BnT Delta Region @ Mildred
Island

1. Mike Pierce 10.88 lbs
2. Mike Ayers 8.97 lbs
3. Bill Sweatt 7.56 lbs
4. Doug Tyler 6.95 lbs
5. Chris Zelenka 6.67 lbs
6. Paul Fontes 6.26 lbs
7. Chris Zaldain 5.93 lbs
8. Jay Bryant 5.84 lbs
9. Scott Rouhier 4.09 lbs
10. Steve Matuska 3.60 lbs

Top 6 BnT Shasta Region @ Lake Shasta

Top 10 BnT Travelrs Region @ Lake
Berreyessa

1. Tim Zandbergen 15.03 lbs
2. Steve Couts 13.35 lbs 1. Chris Zaldain 18.00 lbs
3. Jeremy Brumbelow 10.26 lbs 2. Robert Linden 16.19 Ibs
4. Mark Zandbergen 9.06 lbs 3. Chris Zelenka 16.17 Ibs
5. Nikita Martushev 8.55 lbs 4. Mark Goodrich 14.76 lbs
6. Theresa Couts 7.82 lbs 5. Steve Couts 13.45 Ibs
6. Taylor Capilla 9.89 Ibs
Top 3 BnT Central Region @ Lake San 7. Theresa Couts 9.81 Ibs
Antonio 8. Jon Burgstrom 8.68 Ibs
9. Gordon Rydquist 8.15 Ibs
1. Jeff Smith 7.5 Ibs 10. Paul Rockwell 8.04 Ibs
2. Casey Langley
3. Bryan Vogt

Club Officials

BNT
Club Officers:

President - Paul Mibach - (650)291-7156 - pmibach@yahoo.com

Vice President - Mitch Teman- (925)784-2761 -kickboater@yahoo.com
Marketing/Club Statistics - Paul Mibach - pmibach@yahoo.com
Webmaster - Mitch Teman - kickboater@yahoo.com

Regional directors:

Travelers Region
E-Mail: bassntubes@yahoo.com

Tournament Director - Paul Mibach - (650)291-7156 - pmibach@yahoo.com

Assistant TD - Scott Rouhier

Delta Region
E-Mail: bassntubesdr@yahoo.com

Tournament Director - Mitch Teman- (925)784-2761 -kickboater@yahoo.com
Assistant TD - Chris Zelenka- c.zelenka@comcast.net

Shasta Region
E-Mail: bassntubessr@yahoo.com
Tournament Director -Tim Zanbergen




Assistant TD - Theresa Couts - scoutsb499@charter.net

Central Region

E-Mail: bassntubes@yahoo.com

Tournament Director -Bryan Vogt - mindangler@hotmail.com
Assistant TD - Casey Langley

SCBBBC
President - Rich Caro ricaro@Reliancetrailer.com
Vice President - Bill Sweatt  billythekidd44@sbcglobal.net
Tournament Director - Mike Ayers kodiakjo@comcast.net
T.D Assistant - Scott Beem  danievib@aol.com

Dan Chester djz7@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer - Russ Stansbury russell.stansbury@motionanalysis.com
Conservation - David Pham
Youth Group - Terry Yeh  tych0229@gmail.com
Web Stats - Dan Chester
Webmaster - Mike Ayers

Looking for Writers

if you would be interested in writing a monthly column for West Coast Kickboaters
please let us know what you have in mind. Also if there’s something special you
would like us to add please inform us.

Thanks for taking a look at this months West Coast Kickboats!

WestCoast Kickboats is property of Bass-n-Tubes Copyrights Reserved©
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